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Resolution Issue #4 

Code of Conduct 

"We’re all about the old school. " 


Bane 

" We're a hardcore band. I'm never going to learn how to 
sing. We're never going to write a catchy single. " 

The Nerve Agents 

"The Nerve Agents is this strange little band that walks 
down the fenceline of punk rock and hardcore. " 

What Feeds The Fire 

"1 decided I was never going to drink or do drugs. " 

Kill Your Idols 

"Hardcore and punk isn't just about seeing bands you like, 
it's about supporting the music scene. " 


More ALBUM REVIEWS than you can shake a stick at! 
The biggest 801 BAND PHOTO SECTION ever! 
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"Tobacco," Piercing,” "Tattoos," "Sexy Cool Clothes," 
"Adult Toys,” "Fetish Night," Tarot," "Subs," "Pizza," 
"Internet Service," and "Cell Phones." 

In most magazines that is what you need to 
wade through just to read a "Fugazi" 
interview, but the magazine is "Free" so we 
don't mind right? Too many of us define 
freedom strictly in financial terms, 
deeper than that. We picked up that 
magazine to read about one of our favorite 
bands thinking that it was "Free." Maybe 
our wallet was not taxed, but our mind has 
paid a heavy toll to ride the road to the 
interview. What do any of the above- 
mentioned have to do with Fugazi or punk 
rock music? Sure you may be able to draw 
some weak and broken connections at best, 
but we pay for it regardless. 

Resolution is a Hardcore Zine. Every 
advertisement your eyes pass, deals 
directly with hardcore and punk rock music. 
When. you spend your $1 or $2, you're 
getting exactly what you saw on the 
cover... pure punk rock! 
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Resolution: How long have you guys been together? 

Dane: We’ve been playing for about a year. 

Aric: Dane and I used to play in a band called Final Notice. We played about 
ten shows. That band was just thrown together so it fell apart. Dane and I 
wanted to keep playing, so we got my roommate Adam to play bass and Brent 
to play guitar. Those two played in a band called Due Time. Now everything 
is like clockwork. 

R: So how many shows have you played as Code of Conduct? 

A: Around 20. We average about 2 shows a month. 

R: Where do you play? 

A: We’ve played Kilby Court. Lehi Arts Center, Club Omni, and a lot of weird 
places. 

R: How old are you guys and where are you from? 

A: West Jordan and Alpine. Tifi 25. 

D: Clearwater, Florida. Fve been up here tor four years. I like it 

R: What does the name “Code of Conduct” mean? 

A: The last band we had was stupid because we just came up with some name. 
The meaning is just the way you are cool to other hardcore kids in the scene 
and the way you don’t shamelessly promote dumb things and act like an idiot 

R: Word on the street is that you guys have a three-song demo out now. 
What are the songs about? 

A: Andy Patterson recorded us. We’re all about the old school and that sound. 
It’s like I blinked and everything is weird now and there is all of this weird 
metal stuff. We’re not really Straight Edge but we fit the mold. Fve been 
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Code of Conduct 


Code of Conduct keeps it simple. They play aggressive punk rock 
that’s fast and hard. With their roots planted firmly in traditional 
hardcore, more people should check them out for a well-deserved 
lesson in hardcore history'. Singer Aric and drummer Dane 

expound on their love for music. Interview April 2002, Provo, Utah. 


D: I grew up in the Straight Edge scene in Florida, but when I came up here I 
got jumped at a show and found out that they were all Straight Edgers. 

A: Some of the current incidents in the Straight Edge scene around here and the 
way that Straight Edge isn't as fun anymore is weird to us. One song is about 
that. “Number 5 ' is as close to a political song as Eve ever written. Politics has 
never really come out in my songs. I don’t say: “I want to write a song about 
this.” I just write about whatever is on my mind. “Number” is just about the 
corporate world. It kind of sounds cliche, but it’s not just about corporations. 

It $ about how a lot of the new kids in the hardcore scene are trying to sell 
hardcore and trying to be something that they’re not 

D: The scene used to be more underground and now it’s getting more popular. 
A: It was a community. 

D: Now a lot of people are trying to get on MTV and be a part of the mass 
media Our music is totally different and it’s not what vou hear on the radio or 
MTV. 

A: /Although there are a lot of cool bands and kids in the scene, we don’t really 
seem to fit in. There used to be a lot more old school hardcore bands. 

R: So you’re bringing a Minor Threat, V outfa of Today flavor? 

A: We get compared to Mid-Eighties Straight Edge punk. I think we have our 
own sound but the influence is definitely there. 

D: I haven’t heard too many bands like this. 

A: At least there aren’t many right now. There is a lot of Straight Edge metal 
around here. Screamo and stuff like that. I’ve got a lot of friends in the Drunk 
Punk scene in Salt Lake. That’s kind of different. 

R: Who is that? 

A: Repeat Offender and there’s Endless Struggle too. There is Oi like Pissed 
on Arrival. For a lot of reasons we don’t go out of our way to claim anything. 
We just play as fast and hard as possible. That’s all about "“Number” I guess. 

1 Don t Agree is about how a lot of people in life go just go along with stuff 
that they don’t necessarily agree with. That’s messed up. People don’t realize 
that you don't have to agree and you can still be on good terms with everybody. 
Or it it comes down to it you might not be on good terms, but vou don’t have 
to agree. . . 

D: . . .Agree in fear. 

A: “They Don't Know” is like a “we’U listen, but don’t try to change our 
minds kind of thing. A lot of people seem so intent on changing you when 
they don’t know anything about you in the first place. 

R: What’s the future of the band? 

A: We’re planing a tour for June. 

D: We’re thinking about hitting St. George and Las Vegas. 

A: And hopefully three or four days up the coast. We’re going to send our stuff 
to a lot of labels and see what they think. We’re sending it out to get reviewed. 
We’re doing it because we love it but it would be cool to get someone to send 
us to the studio. ^ 


R: So what’s the difference between indy and major labels? like AFI 
signing to Dreamworks. 


D. I don t really knock people that get far. Ultimately I’d rather have AFI than 
Brittany Spears. I d rather have our music out there. 

A: Selling out to me has nothing to do with money, it has to do with changing 
your music for money. Just the tact that someone signed to a huge label means 
nothing to me. That’s cool if that’s what they want to do. 

R: Would that be cool for you to get shopped around to major labels? 

U: I nat would be crazy. 

A. 1 haven’t really thought of that. My dream would to be to sign to 
Revelation. ^ 


D: It’s like Metal Ilea, They had a certain style and then they got big and 
changed. I don’t know if they changed because of industry or because they 
grew up and wanted to do something different. I like all types of music. 

A: I don’t care what anyone tells me, big labels are only about money, I know 
that if you re not making them money, they’re not going to keep you around. 

R: You don’t think indy labels are the same? 

A: To an extent. But 1 have no question in my mind about the big labels. At 
least with indies it s label to label. The most important thing to me is keeping 
creative control and doing what you want It’s cool if someone can make 
money doing what they love rather than clocking in and going to a cubical 
D: Selling out gets thrown around too easily. 

R: What would you change in the Sait Lake/Provo scene? 

I): The change would be the city. They try their hardest to keep us from 
playing. It’s lame, but there are a few kids that really want to make a change. 
R: What do you think of Suite 13 ? 

D: It’s a great place. 

A. They re cool and dedicated. Although I think that all the different scenes 
are segregated and elitist. 

V^e would hope that any hardcore kid could go to our show and have fun. I've 
noticed that a band’s own crowd will leave after they play and not stick around 
and the bands promote it A few years ago it was a given that the other bands 
stick around to w r atch each other play. That just creates angst and makes one 
scene hate another. Each single scene is strong but there is no community. 
That’s what is holding us bade. 

D: It needs to get to the point where we’re going to the show, $5 every 
weekend. Even if only to support the scene and not your buddies band. 

A: The passion for life and music is what makes us hardcore and punk kids 
different. 

R: Are you religious? 

Both: Yes. 

R: So what gives you hope? 

D: My goal to get a Harley and experience that More importantly, my wife 
and the desire to make myself a better person and to get rid of my crappy 
habits. 

A: My health, life, family, and music. Also my faith in God and the knowledge 
that loved ones that have passed on are watching over me. 

R: Cool. What are your musical influences? 

B <*h: Slipknot (amazing drummer), Minor Threat, Youth of Today, Uniform 
Choice, Corrosion of Conformity, Bad Religion. Instead (for the bridges), the 
Cure, No for an Answer, Bold, Eighties Straight Edge Punk in general. 
Agnostic Front Negative FX. the list goes on. 

R: Cool thank you. 

Code of Conduct: Thank you. Contact us at ccKtofcondiictbandujhotrnail . com . 

Also check us out on June 5 at Mo’s in Salt Lake. 




If sincerity means anything to you, read this interview. It may sound 
cliche, but 44 by the kids, for the kids” is no joke for the five guy£ from 
Boston. Singer Aaron Bedard kindly speaks about lyric content 
Straight Edge, Selling Out and two very important dates. 

Interview March 2002, S.L.C 


Resolution: How long has Bane been around? 

Aaron Bedard: We recorded our demo in December 1995 before we had a full 
line-up. It wasn t until early 1996 that we tilled out all of the musicians, 
recorded our first T and played our first show in February of 1996. So 6 years. 

R: How did you guys come together? 

A: it formed from Aaron Dal back, who was in Converge. He was creatively 

frustrated because that band had a very definite direction with one guitar player 
who said the way songs were going to go. Aaron had other ideas and was far 
more into classic sounding hardcore, so he and the drummer wrote a bunch of 
songs on the side but could never find the people to get it off the ground. He 
knew of me from old hardcore bands that I had been in the late 1980‘s and I 
was ready to give it a go again. 

R: How old arc you? 

A: 32. 

R: What hands were you in back in the 1980’s? 

A: I was in a band called Backbone, that has one song on the Boston Hardcore 
compilation that came out on Taang Records, with Slapshot and Wrecking 
Crew and that whole era. We only recorded the one song. This is the first band 
Fve ever done that’s done anything significant. 
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A: Zack went to UMASS Amherst and graduated in four years. Pete finished 
hack in 1999. Aaron Dalhaek was still in Converge during those years, so Bane 
took the backseat a lot. Once Pete graduated college we put out ‘it All Comes 
Down To This 7 ' and things started happening for us so we all decided to give 
this a go. Nick is the smartest guy in our band hands down, but he skipped 
college. He just knew in his heart that he wanted to play music and wasn’t 
going to be happy stuffed in some classroom. I never made it past freshman 
year in high school. I was into skateboarding and being a punk rocker so*! have 
no formal education at all. 

R: Like the lyric: “I just wanted to skate, listen to my Suicidal tape.” 

A: I remember writing that lyric and being really nervous, thinking that this 
could catch and kids could get it or it could fall flat on it’s face. When I sing it 
I see kids so psyched to be singing that. I didn’t realize so many kids, 
especially the young ones, would still relate. It’s such an eighties thing, 
listening to tapes and stuff, but kids get stoked and I’m really glad I went with 
that. 

R: A friend said that you guys arc a very sincere band. After reading the 
lyrics and watching you guys play live tonight, it’s definitely true. 

A: One of the highest compliments w e ever receive is kids knowing that we re* 
not up there bullshitting or telling you what we think you want to hear. It really 
comes from an honest place tor all five of us. 

R: Do you have a favorite Bane song? 

A: Lately my favorite song is “A Place in the Sun.” just because we haven’t 
played it in so long and 1 miss it so much. I feel most prior to those lyrics and 
die point that I get across that the bad times will pass and that you just need to 
hold on and ride through the storms that life bring you. It’s a testament to that 
because I've gone through a lot of rough things such as the death of my mother 
and the suicide of a very close friend. 

Fve seen the very worst parts of life and I haven’t let it ruin everything or turn 
me into a pessimist. 1 talk to so many kids that tell me that “Superhero” really 
helped them quite smoking and was the final kick in the ass to put that shit 
down and to move away from it. I seriously have a stack of letters at home. 

I’m going to be 50 one day and look back on what I did in Bane and know that 
even if two of those kids are telling the truth and still don't smoke, I did 
something. We've been playing that song since 1996 and kids still go off the 
wall so we basically have to play it every night. 

R: Having seen it with your own eyes, what are your thoughts on death? 

A: Ail I know is that it’s definitely going to happen and when it does I don’t 
want to be with a ton of regrets. I know it’s going to happen because I saw it 
with my mother. The one person, who you think will always be there and love 
you unconditionally, was snatched from me for whoever crazy reason the 
uni verse saw fit. I learned to face that it's a harsh, cold reality that the shit will 
go down and things will be taken away from you forever. Unfortunately it 
didn’t strengthen my faith in the after-life or that there is a reason or balance or 
God or any of that. At my core I’m a faithless person and don’t believe in 
anything beyond my last breath. I love to debate with kids about it and I m not 
a militant saving: “my way or the highway.” I truly have done a ton of soul 
searching and looked into my heart, the clouds, the books and my mothers eyes 
as she faded and did not see any justice or anything that made me feel 
comfortable that someone is watching over. I don’t mean to get preachy or 
high-handed but it's the way I’ve always looked at it. I believe that when my 
eyes dose. I’m going to have to deal with what comes and maybe I'll get 
spanked for it Maybe when it’s all said and done I’m going to learn a great 
lesson, but I can’t believe in something just because I’m told it, I have to feel it 
r heart. I’m 32 and I've really tried 
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R: What docs the song “Struck Down By Me” have to do with all of that? 

A: It’s definitely the most controversial song we’ve ever wrote and it’s the song 
I wrestle with the most because usually our lyrics don’t shove an ideal down 
your throat We try to keep it loose, up for debate and open for discussion and 
that song has some really angry and stubborn lines. The way it came about was 
that 1 needed to get that out of me and it had been building up since the death of 
my mother. I was staring into the abyss and saying: “why*? What's the point of 
all of this?” 1 know a lot of very religious people that live lives of shame and 
are afraid to tread certain paths because of what they’ve been told through their 
church or books. It was a pissed off song to maybe free up a few kids that are 
at a cross roads in their lite where they're not sure if this is the road they want 
to travel, ft’s not focused towards Christianity. It could be Krishna or 
anything. I don’t believe there is one truth or one answer, f don’t believe that 
one book can tell you how 7 to live your iife or what you should be afraid o£ or 
most of all what you should be ashamed of. I have a lot of sit-downs after 
shows with a lot of Christian and Krishna kids, and I love a kid who can debate 
his religion and faith intelligently and openly. I can articulate my beliefs and I 
really do stand for something. I believe that you're put on this life so short and 
that you should taste and try* everything as long as you’re not destroying other 
people. It comes from a pretty high-handed voice that I sometimes wish I 
hadn’t gone with. Sometimes I wish I had been a little more diplomatic. 

R: What kind of influence has Straight Edge had on your life? 

A: Straight Edge is one of the best things that has ever happened to me, hands 
down. Fd have to put it just a notch below hardcore because hardcore is a little 
more all encompassing and all accepting. There are so many elements of 
Straight Edge that are embarrassing to me now f that 1 have a really hard time 
claiming it proudly and having it be a banner that I wave. It’s something that 
Eve really internalized and it’s become like my left arm. just who I am and it’s 
never going to go away. 1 know that this is who 1 am and it has affected my 
decisions for the better for sixteen years now. It has stood right by me and I 
know I’m a better person because I never got steeped down in drugs. 

In the beginning Bane was Straight Edge. We put X’s on our material and we 
X’d up on stage. Even though I never felt comfortable writing a “Straight Edge 
song” or ever getting on stage and telling anybody what they should be doing" 
or that they were wrong for doing whatever. We were viewed as a Straight 
Edge band and then that explosion of In My Eyes, Fastbreak. and Ten Yard 
Fight happened and a lot of kids that came a long with that scene dummed it 
down and became that gang mentality. Once you start to king pride into 
something it gets really dangerous and you stop looking at it as something 
personal. Y ou start taking it on as a suit of armor or us vs. you where lines get 
drawn and that has nothing to do with Straight Edge for me. I'm a kid who 
thinks that Judge was a bad thing to happen for Straight Edge. 1 come from the 
Minor Threat Seven Seconds school which is a positive thing that is supposed 
to act as a springboard for you to go on and do better things. Just because you 
don’t do drugs, that's not enough. You can’t just stand there and say “I’m 
Straight Edge and that’s what I am.” You’re Straight Edge, so now do 
something great with your life. Inspire somebody else. Show other people 
how much fun you can have and how intelligent you can be without having to 
be on some constant mission towards cigarettes or the bar. It didn’t take long. 
By 1989 it was really dummed down. There was a dress code, a dance code, 
there was all of this stuff that really poisoned it right to it’s core. I guess I just 
gave you two totally opposite answers. Bane has nothing any longer to do with 
Straight Edge. We have a member that drinks and does his thing and it was one 
of the best things we ever did by releasing that as a label or something that kids 
could pin on us. We just wanted everybody to feel invited to come along. If 
you want to sit me down and talk to me about Straight Edge, I’ll give you my 


answer and every member ot Bane will give you a totally different answer, but 
it will all come from a real honest place of intelligence. None of us are just 
claiming something because the singer of Earth Crisis told us to. I think it’s a 
great thing for kids and honestly one of the best things that ever happened to 
me. But once you start getting too proud about it, it loses some of it’s 
innocence and honesty and becomes something that is just as dangerous as 
being in a frat. It becomes just as stupid as being proud to be able to drink a 
12-pack every- Friday night 

R: Straight Edge is something that I’ve debated a lot The outside opinion 
of Straight Edge is often really negative. For example at tonight’s show 
you had to check anything that said “Straight Edge” at the door. 

A: I think it's a bad state of affairs now where kids need to leave that at the 
door and need to be told not to X up and that if you’re going to go around 
talking about Straight Edge you’re going to be considered a gang member. 

That (referring to my Earth Crisis “Straight Edge, the discipline” hoodie) 
should never be viewed as a bad thing. Some Korn kid is going to read the 
back of vour hoodie while going up the escalator in the mall and maybe walk 
away- thinking: ~mavbe all of this drinking every Friday night and puking and - 
wnkmp on *ohi« 3 w«irti love seat, not even knowing where l am isn’t for tHCf. 

Maybe there is a world out there that will accept me giving that up.* That 
should not be frowned upon. You kids need to ask yourself why. When 
Straight Edge was invented back in 1982 it was never supposed to be about 
being hard or tough or ever coming down on someone. It’s supposed to be 
about being carefree and psyched that you can have fun and go skateboard and 
do something other than trash yoursel f I don’t know if we can ever get it back 
to that innocence and that beauty. It made me sad tonight when What Feeds 
rhe Fire told me that they were asked not to talk about Straight Edge on stage 
and that kids would have to leave their Straight Edge gear at the door. I heard 
some locals saying that it’s considered a gang out here It’s law that it’s a gang. 
It’s been allowed to happen and that’s really sad We’re no better. We don’t " 
have the degree of violence on the East Coast that exists out here in the Mid- 
West But there is still a degree of absolute stupidity where kids think they’re 
so much better and mightier than kids that aren't Straight Edge or don’t dress a 
certain way or don't know about those bands. It’s just as stupid and 
unaccepting and ruins the beauty of it. 

It’s sad and I totally understand your struggle, but you should never be 
ashamed (to wear an Earth Crisis Hoodie) because if there is one kid who is 
going to read the back of that and say “that's really 7 thought provoking. What 
does that mean? Do you not drink?' If you can talk to them and explain how 
your life has benefited from it you can touch on a few young souls. When 1 got 
into Straight Edge, I didn’t understand it at the level I do now. It was 
something to cling to. Every- fifteen, sixteen-year-old kid is just looking for his 
path. But if you put them on this path, the next thing you know, they’re really 
starting to internalize it and understand the history and ail the great things that 
come along with it Then you get guys like me that are going to be 30-years- 
old and can represent Straight Edge well and understand that it's a beautiful 
thing. It has to go beyond the rules and become something that makes vou a 
better person. 

R: Some say that Straight Edge is such a personal thing, that you 
shouldn’t bring it out and wave it like a flag. 

A: I can understand their point. There are times when I’ll talk to Straight Edge 
kids or see them carrying themselves a certain way and I’m literally ashamed. 
But at the end of the day I think it’s Important to represent Straight Edge well 
and to be proud of it I’ll still wear a Straight Edge shirt when I’m not on stage 
and X up when I go to see certain bands back home. I believe that it shouldn't 
be shoved in the closet like our ugly stepsister that nobody talks about 
anymore. I still believe it's a beautiful thing and I’m not going to let a few 




to what it was supposed to be. Something in their heart and not on their hoodie 
K: So what gives you hope? 

A: My friends. My favorite thing about life is friendship and having something 
to stand by. I just wart to be there for them. That’s what truly gets me 
through. I get to have it in this alter-personal situation where I'm touring 
around with five guys that I would die for. that I would charge into the ffre for. 

I have my friends that I truly believe in and wouldn’t fail and hopefully 
wouldn’t fail me. Beyond that it’s music and being able to express myself. 
Being able to get up on stage no matter how goofy I look, unarticulale I come 

® ,1 °r, °j W my VOice is ’ 1 get t0 pour m >' heart out and show it to a room 
tull of kids like there is something I feel passionate about. This is reallv 
something that I believe in. There is more than what is on the billboards, 
magazines and MTV. There is some blissful, magical thing that exists in rooms 
like this where there are kids like you that are fighting the good fight and are 
worth getting in a van and giving up everything for. It’s sacrificing money 
relationships, health and hygiene and everything. This has justified mv life and 
given me reason. 1 got up there and gave it a shot. I wasn't ashamed to be 
confused or scared or in love or show emotions that are separate from being 
hard and tough all the time. I got up there and really researched everything that 
I had inside of me. Hardcore has always celebrated friendship and true bonds. 

hat s what drew me to it. It’s nice to have a few things in vour life that will 
stay the same from one week to the next. I don’t get moments like this often 
1 m going to remember this for the next week. We were strangers ten minutes 
ago and now I feel like we’re friends. I’ve opened mvself up to you and you 
totally laid your hear out on the table for me. ft’s amazing. That’s what it’s 
about for me. That’s what gives me hope. 

R: A lot of people view hardcore and Straight Edge as a passing phase or 
something that you grow out of. 

A: for me it always falls on what is the alternative. What else is there? Do i 
want to git up at seven every morning, go to work and hump some stupid job 
that maybe I can tolerate or convince myself that I like? Then go home and 
worry about what’s for dinner and what's on TV that night. Tome that’s the 
alternative. It s a no brainer. As long as I can feel comfortable here and still 
work it. I’m not going anywhere. I’ve seen the other side. That’s slow death 
sitting around waiting tor the weekend or your two weeks in the Hamptons in 
August. I’ll give everything for this. I lose everything and walk around in mv 


R: Bane is a great band with a solid and growing fanbase. What do you 

think of jumping to a major label? 

A: I couldn't do it. There are a couple people in the band that don’t have this 
fierce, ferocious idealism that I can't let go of. It will never come down to 
money or comfort for me. Tor me it s about looking into some kids eves. It 
can only get to a certain level before you lose that It becomes about record 
sales and how many pre-soJd tickets and all that. I take my hat off to anybody 
that can make their living doing this, hut we’re a hardcore band I’m never 
going to learn how to sing. We’re never going to write a catchy single. We're 
never going to have anybody whispering in our ear about how we should dress 
for the video. I’ll walk away first. Eveiybody knows that. There are a couple 
ot people in the band that are not going to make the necessary compromises to 
ever be taken seriously at the next level. As tar as hardcore kids we've done 
really well, but nobody is going to start telling me: “you need to wear your hair 
this way or whatever." There are bands that are doing that right now. There 
are fringe-hardcore bands like Thursday and Saves The Day that are blowing 
up, playing the game and towing that line selling thousands and thousands of 
records. They’re going to do really well for themselves and we're really proud 
of them. We did our first tour ever with Saves The Day so we have this real 
personal relationship with them. For us they’re the Goliath’s and we’re always 
so psyched for them. But I know that they have to make compromises. There 
are the pow ers that be waiting on the wing telling them: “you might want to do 
this or that." I’ 11 never be able to do it I think there are a couple guys in the 
band that are disappointed and maybe we’re talented enough to write 
something catchy and make a go of if but that’s going to have to be in some 
other band We're doing okay. We’re able to tour. We just bought a new van 
with a new trailer. We have good equipment I haven’t had to dig into my 
bank account to eat food on this tour. We’re doing fine and the hardcore scene 
is big enough and likes us enough that we’re able to do this. When we go home 
we have to scurry' to find jobs to pay the bills and that' s just the way it’s going 
to be. The price is that every morning I can look at myself in the mirror and 
know that I’m being honest with myself. I’m not up there “shaking my rump." 

I had this conversation with my girlfriend before we left on this tour. Ibis is an 
intimidating tour for us, playing on stages that we’re not really used to and to a 
lot of new kids. So I was talking to her about being worried about how the 
average 16 or 1 7-year-old die hard Bane fan is going to view us doing this tour 
and having to pay maybe $1 5 to come see us. Some kid in Salt Lake City who 
hasn’t seen us since 1999 may have to dish out $15 to buy a shirt which is 
something that we’re not used to. It was really haunting and bothering me. 

Yes, there are some definite pros to doing this tour, but the one con is that 16- 
year-old kid. This unsaid hardcore kid who really stands for the things that I’m 
psyched about and just want’s to dance and sing a long and just be a part of our 
vibe. I realized he is with me always. Every decision that comes before Bane 
has to go through this weird anonymous kid. So I asked her. “am I giving this 
kid too much credit? Is he holding us back from being at a place where we 
could just let go?’ She was like: “no way! That’s what makes your band 
beautiful. You never forget that they’re out there and you won’t let all of the 
pots of gold, promises, and record sales tip the scale to w here you don’t think 
of them anymore.” I believe that there are a lot of bands out there that one day 
had to say: “Screw those kids. Screw it. There are a lot of other kids out there 
and I don’t really care about some super-opinionated, idealistic kid who worries 
about where his money goes and what the bands on the stage are saving, [here 
are enough morons out there to keep the engine running.” I knew that taking 
this tour was going to disappoint that kid, but our next decision will still go 
through him. The next tour we want to be on our level where we play stages 
where I can hug the kid up front and where kids aren’t getting dragged over the 
coals to come out and have a good time. 





R: That’s awesome. Talk about 10-17-99. 

A: We’ve termed that “Edge Day’ back home. It was a great day because a 
bunch of knock-around Boston kids started this band Ten Yard Fight. We all 
knew them forever and it grew from this silly, little demo to a few tours around 
the country and then they blew up. 

They decided that they were going to have their last show and make it an event. 
It wasn’t just going to be a show. They were going to make it this powerhouse 
event and they did it. This was five straight hardcore bands with no crossover 
appeal at all. We packed the house, the line went down the street and kids were 
crowd surfing in the line. It was cool to see that hardcore is as alive and 
breathing and screaming now as it was back in the golden days that every body 
is always talking about It was a cool thing to see my friends set out to not just 
have a show, but an event and make a statement on the state of hardcore in 
1999. They represented themselves very well and went out with a bang. It felt 
like we were on the cusp of something special. We don’t have to keep sitting 
around talking about the golden old Chain of Strength days anymore. We’ve 
got something pretty' magical here right now, just look out there. I was 
psyched. Now. hardcore has learned how to market it self a little more and 
more kids are coming out so it’s not quiet as amazing as it was that night to 
have a thousand kids come to a show. That night it was mind blowing. 



R: Pm sure that everyone who watches the Ten Yard Fight video wishes 
they were there. The other date I want you to talk about is 9-11-01. 

A: It’s a tough answer. I don’t know that I can accurately recreate it. I don’t 
think it’s any different than anybody else’s relation to that day. . . just being 
dizzy' and feeling like you were in a bubble, a dream, feeling every ounce of 
reality you’d ever had being turned upside down and having to find a way to 
function. I remember writing in my journal a lot and sitting and staring at the 
wall I’ve given some bad answers to this question in zines, since it happened. 
Like, ’’who do we think we are to have not seen it coming or to believe that we 
should get a pass?” Or ’’just because we’re .American it doesn’t mean that 
horrible stuff isn’t going to happen to us while we sit back and watch it happen 
all over the globe and in many instances, support it, fund it and celebrate it.” 
Of coarse it was going to come back to smack us in the face. Then the flag 
w aving. I went in to work the following week and was handed a flag and was 
told to put it up in my area You saw what happened. That whole blind pride 
teetering on rage. I think it’s so dangerous. Once you start getting proud of 
who you are you stop asking yourself how you can continue to better yourself. 


You become stubborn and selfish. I’m not into pride. It was a bard thing* but 
at the same time I can understand I wasn’t saving: “who the - do we think we 
are and we deserv e this.” 1 don’t want to come off like that. I just saw it as a 
really scan time. I think it opened up a lot of people’s eyes to the fragileness 
of life and that this country is not a castle and it can be toppled. There are 
people out there that hate us. We need to ask ourselves why. ft’s not just 
because they’re Muslim or because our religion is different. There is a reason 
why they hate us to that point to where they would give their lives to hurt us 
like that Why is that? What have we become as a society and as a culture 
where we re that hated? It’s such a long rambling answer that keeps going into 
the realm of the political and what are we really doing? How many dirty pots 
do we really have our hands in? How much can we believe those people in the 
suits on ties on the news that are telling us everything is being taken care of and 
that we’re a great nation? But at the same time is it a good thing? Now we’ve 
seemed to stop dealing with a lot of the petty b.s. that was going on a few years 
ago and really gotten down to brass tacks. It’s not just being .American but 
being a human being. 1 lee 1 bad that there were a lot of kids shipped off to war. 
There are a lot of young guys over m Afghanistan that have to put there butts 
on the line for a pretty confusing thing. It was a terrible day that changed 
everybody forever and we'll remember it always, hi some weird sense I almost 
think that those are good things. Huge* epic tragedies to make us realize the 
frailness of life. Crazy things can happen and you have to reevaluate yourself 
and realize that there are things existing beyond what you are going to have for 
lunch and watch on TV and your SI 00 outfit that you are going to wear to the 
club that night. We went and saw the wreckage and watched the names of the 
dead scrolled at the Super Bowl Half Time. It almost makes you angry and 
want to drop bombs because that is a lot of good people that were just heading 
to work. I have a tough time sorting it all out The bottom line is that it was a 
horrible, horrible day. 

R: What advice do you have for kids that want to be in a touring band? 

A: Know that it’s not easy. You have to want it all the way to the core of your 
being or there is no use doing it. It has to be something that is calling you" I 
know it looks fun out there and it looks like what happened tonight was really 
easy and "ah I could do that. I could play guitar jump around on stage and get 
900 kids really psyched.” ft’s not that easy. There is a lot more that goes into 
it, a lot more history^ and sacrifice. There have been a lot of shows to fifteen 
kids where we re all starving and missing our friends back home and we’re not 
comfortable. I’ve got this broken tooth that I don’t even want to get fixed 
because it’s just going to get kicked out of my face again. But if you have that 
voice in your head telling you that you have to do it then give it a shot. It’s an 
amazing feeling to be hundreds of miles from home and to be able to relate to 
kids and have them singing your words and hugging you. It’s an amazing 
feeling but it’s not easy and it’s a"hard bumpy road. 

R: Cool. I appreciate it 

A: ft was great Thank you so much. 
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Advertising, 

man 

Everybody’s 
selling out 
these days... 


I'm the 

Anti-Disillusionment Fairy!! 


Whoa, dude! How come 
we're all. like, small and 
pixelated and stuff? 


Whoa! What are you? 


You see kids, your favorite bands and athletes 
aron t "selling out", they're just making them- 
s ..Ives more marketable, and appealing to a 
wider audience. That way even more people 
can enjoy them! So everyone wins!! 


Whoa, dude! 


I think l‘m 
going to 
start lis- 
tening to 
country... 


to be continued 
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ALBUM REVIEWS 


Kill Your Idols - Funeral For A 

Feeling 

Side One Dummy 

Retro style hardcore punk with skulls 
and coffins (all the rage). You could 
compare the style to Judge meets 
Gorilla Biscuits with a 2000's edge 
minus the straight edge. Introspective 
lyrics (that’s why we love hardcore 
right'?). All around the city and from 
cost to cost Kill Your Idols is slicker 
then most Blakecore! 

Blood for Blood - Outlaw Anthems 

Victor) Records 

The final issue from the Wasted Y outh 
Crew. With their bad ass, we don’t care 
attitude strongly intact; BFB plays bar 
brawling punk rock! Strong anthems about 
being shunned from society but not giving 
in. "It's a hard knock life." 

xfeverx 

Atrevu ■ Suicide Notes and ButtcrFly 

Kisses 

Victory Records 

This is good hardcore with hard screams, hot 
guitar licks and some very cool emotional 
singing parts which are done by the 
Drummer. If you’re into hardcore but not as 
pissed off as your friends who love Integrity, 
then I think this is your disc. The only thing 
I didn’t like here is I thought the singer tried 
to sound too tough with his screams at 
times. But I will tell you that the melodies 
on this are the shit! By far, my favorite 
traek i§ "Aflrt IfrY* Grand" frut I like the 

whole CO. Ko »o pick it up if you’re into 

hardcore but not mad at your parents 
anymore. You’ll enjoy it! Lucky 

( atharsis/Newboru - Arsonist’s 

Prayer 

www.crimefriinc.net 
Catharsis comes with an urgent crusty 
hardcore poetic cry' to risk everything 
for the love oflife (what dse would 
1 you expect from Catharsis?)- Amazing! 

I Newborn hails from Hungary' (lyrics in 
| English). In true Crimethic fashion, 
intense hardcore metal speaking out 
| against work and materialism, and 
I shattering all expectations of what life ■ 

[ should be. Very melodic, emotional 
and relevant! Blakecore! 


Hatebreed - Perseverance 

Universal 
Five years in the waiting. CTHC does 
it again! The spark to ignite the 
craziest pits ever begins in their music. 
Huge breakdowns and stomping bass. 
The same recipe as the previous 
albums still works. The lyrical content 
is slightly broader than the music with 
Jamey singing about strength in the 
face of adversity, hate, betrayal, and 
respect for those who’ve fought for our 
rights in this country . A good album 
for just about any metal or hardcore 
kid. Big breakdowns I will be heard! 
xfeverx 


Bane - Give Blodli 

Equal Vision Records 
Some how Bane manages to come 
with sincere, straight forward 
hardcore, yet maintaining music 
originality. "Ugly dude sings the blues 
to a hardcore beat." Give Blood makes 
me want to hang out with close friends 
that I love and smash windows of new f 
cars. Blakecore! 


Fall Silent - Drunken Violence 

Revelation Records 
Angry Meta 1/Thrash from Reno, 
Nevada. The vocals are sorqewhat 
reminiscent of Refused, but the music 
is extremely fast and technical with 
huge breakdowns. Levi sings songs 
about skateboarding, materialism, 
punk rock past, sexism and other social 
issues. Don’t miss their five show, it’s 

amazing. xfeverx 


Hot Rod Circuft - Sorrv About Tomorrow ] 

Vagrant Records 

Pure Rock n Roll fun! The songs are very 
, catchy & friendly but not cheesy . Most are 
I about girls of course, but hey we all have 
" our emo side. My favorites are: " l he 
Pharmacist", "At natures Mercy", "Safely" 

& "Cool for One Night." If you’re into the 
whole rock -punk-emo-t^ Jie stuff, you will 
enjoy this record I'm sure in a year this 



Bloodlet - Three Humid Nights in 

the Cypress Trees 

Victors' Records 

I was pretty stoked that Bloodlet got 
back together. Some of the retro 
Bloodlet sound remains (strange 
powerful slow evil metal) but the first 
thing that comes to mind is that the 
vocalist does a bit of singing (with a bit 
of southern metal to boot). 
Unfortunately it comes off on the 
ghettocore tip. It seems like they are 
trying to expand their fan base, but I 
4iink that they will just end up loosing 
a lot of listeners. Still I am looking 
forward to seeing Bloodlet live. 
Blakecore! 

Midtown- Living w A\ is the best Revenge 

Drive-Thru/MCA Records 
A good, bubble gum-rock-punk album that I 
do enjoy, but sometimes l can be way too 
sensitive. If you are into bands like New 
Found Glory. Saves the Day & Hot Rod 
Circuit, you will enjoy this a lot. My 
favorite tracks are: "Get It Together" & 
"Become what you hate.” So pick up this 
disc and just make sure to hide it when your 
friends come over so they don’t think your 
too emo Even though at home by 
themselves, they 3re singing every word. 
Yeah l know what’s up. Lucky 

RiinnAmiiekS - On The Brink 

SmergvS 1 58@aoi.com 
Fast thrash punk from Florida. Three 
pissed off dudes singing about 
shoplifting, being tough, and just not 
giving a crap. That’s punk rock I 
guess. They Itave a similar feel to 
Seven Seconds ’’Old School." xfeverx 

Garuda. - Cold Wired Sentiment 

Gar uda P.O. Box 1X476 FT. 
Worth, TX 76110 
Straight op metal* from Texas. 
Somewhat similar to 
Catharsis, but with less 
passion. Most songs are 
technical yet slow. Vocals 
are deep and growling (cookie 
monster) . Good, but nothing 
ground breaking. No 
connection to Vishnu. 
Blakecore! 
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What Feeds The Fire - Set Me Free 

Stillborn Records 

XwhatfcedsXtheftreXnyahoo.com 
Declaration to the masses: Positive 
Straight Edge Hardcore lives! In a 
time when positive hxc bands have 
been unfortunately written off as 
boring and played-out, W.F.T.F, picks 
up where bands like In My Eyes and 
Strife left off. lire refreshing feeling 
of open-minded, positive and 
empowering lyrics, pick slides, chug- 
chugs. and sing-a -longs are guaranteed 
to "set you free" and give you hope for 
a better day. xfeverx 

Victory Style 5 

Victory Records 

23 tracks featuring the amazingly wide 
variety of bands on this label. With 
VS5 you get Grade covering Bowie's 
"Ziggy Stardust", Student Rick doing 
Journey’s "Any Way You Want It," the 
return of Strife and Bloodlet, rise-to- 
the-top chart busters Thursday, metal 
warriors Darkest Hour, rock n’ rollers 
Snowdogs, hardcore rulers Snapcase, 
along with a few newer Victory 
additions including: Atreyu, Dead to 
Fall. Taking Back Sunday, Armor for 
Sleep, ska-punk ers Voodoo Glow 
Skulls and so much more. xfeverx 

To See You Broken - Demo 

xxxsara8yahoo.com 
All female, straight edge 
hardcore from Seattle. 

Lyrics deal with important 
subjects... striving for 
community, sexism, elitism, 
and love. Vocals range from 
beautiful singing to 
shouting/screaming. In a 
scene that is virtually 
eclipsed by masculinity this 
is very refreshing. 

Blakecore ! 

In Control - Another Year 

Indecision Records 

A good, old school hardcore record is what 
this is! There is really nothing new being 
done here but if you are into bands Like 
Gorilla Biscuits. Minor Threat, and Youth 
Of T oday then you will really enjoy this 
record. The bottom line: a good, old school 
sound. So get ready to chant! Lucky 



WWW.SIIILBOBNRECORDS.COM 









Stretch Armstrong - 
A Revolution Transmission 

Solid State Records 
Respectable music from a very 
respectable band Much more melodic 
than "Rituals..." with a lot more clear 
singing. But don’t be fooled the Sam 
Kinison like screams are still a staple 
sound of S AS. Sincere lyrics backed 
by solid guitars and powerful rhythm 
are unstoppable. These guys have 
roots and I hope they stick around to 
continue sharing the unity, family, 
oriented vibe. Check them out! 
xfeverx 


The Disaster - flow Much 

Longer Summer f our 

www thedisasterhatesy ou . com 
From Rochester, New York. The first 
three songs are taken from their 
upcoming CD, "Black and White and 
Red All Over." These songs come on 
the dark emotional tip. Introspective 
lyrics to short fast hardcore songs. 

The last two songs are taken from their 
old 7", "With Years Left To Go." 

These songs are more on the punk rock 
tip. and deal with contradiction within 
the scene. I really like this band. Fast 
songs you donl get bored of. xfeverx 

Strife - Angermeans 

Victory Records 

Weil they’re not XstrifeX any more... I 
must admit that I was a bit skeptical 
that Strife got back together in the first 
place. Angermeans starts off with 
more traditional Strife stompcore. 
Each song progressively gets more 
experimental. The song’s subjects 
range from "overcoming” to "never 
forgetting”. Pretty good stuff. 
Blakecore! 

( aligari - 3 song tour CDR 

Init Records www.initrecords.net 
From the mid west, Caligari play crazy 
metal/hardcore. There is a lot of this 
going around lately, but these guys do 
it exceptionally well. Nutty’ riffs, 
chaotic breakdowns, haunted house 
vocals and all converge on softer 
breakdowns with spacey- Cave in like 
undertones. Really good! xfeverx 




Curl Up and Die - Unfortunately 

We're Not Robots 

Revelation Records 
Fast technical, crazy time-changing 
metal. Very similar to the almighty 
Converge, but that is not a bad thing in 
this case. Abstract poetic lyrics. Mid 
range robot screams. Good stuff. 
Produced by Kurt Ballou of Converge 
(maybe that will tell you something). 
Blakecore! 

Pitch Black 

Revelation Records 
Former members of Screw 32 and the 
Nerve Agents coUaboratejnit in the 
East Bay to come up with more of 
what some are now calling "ghoul- 
core." A definite AFI/Nerve Agents 
style but with more skate punk rock in 
the mix. Even though it is very typical 
of what is coming out of the East Bay, 
it’s a good mix and aside from all of 
the dark Tim Burton-Hke artwork and 
such if s a very’ good punk/skate 
album xfevC " 

Preacher Cone To T exas - Choice 

Sinister www.sinisterlabel.cxan 
Hardcore in the vein of Poison the 
Well The music is more melodic then 
metal, but it does have some jud jud 
elements. The only real weakness is 
that the vocalist does the whole 
rhvthmic talking thing way too much. 
Eight songs for Iowa. Blakecore! 

Hero Killer King - When 

Wanting Becomes Needing 

WWW . herokillerking . com 
Extremely noisy, Seattle 
metal on the evil tip but 
with the help of key boards. 
Each song has a post nuclear 
winter feel. Lyrics range i 
from poetic desperation to 
underlying hope. Three song 
demo. Blakecore! 
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My Sweet Records 
www local sic .com/my sweetrecords 
Where the hell do I start 0 ! This is a 
compilation of 8 bands from the Sait Lake 
area put together by Adam Palcher & it's 
amazing! The first two songs are by The 
Kill, a hardcore. Indie band. The songs hit 
hard and take no prisoners. The next two 
are by Form of Rocket. These guys are in 
my opinion, the best band in the valley and 
their songs are my favorite. My Name is a 
Killing Word is an emotional ride that is so 
good. Down the record a bit we get The 
New Transit Direction. This band is also 
one of the greatest bands in the Valley ! 

They kinda remind me of Quicksand. Down 
the record a bit more is the Hammergun 
track. This is a great song. These guys are 
like trucker hardcore. The record also 
features songs from The Downers, Hudson 
River School, lodina, and Furious Fire. 

Make sure to pick this one up & support 
ocal Music. Lucky 




[ The Great Anti-Listen / Day <>i 

l x ss Spilt - Snapshot in time 

Rise Records www.riserecords.com 

This EP features two songs from each 
ban d The Great Anti-Listen songs are 
both really goo d, but in the opinion of 
this humble reviewer's mind the Day 
of Less songs over shadowed them. 
Maybe it's because Day of Less is 
from here or because they are just that 
damn good. Their songs seem to tear 
at the heart but not in some cheesy 
way. Kind of a pure, coming to terms 
with life wav that just spoke to me and 
said, "everything will be alright.** 
Anyway let me wipe the tears from my 
eyes. All four songs are good so go 
pick this up. Lucky 


li.fcoverlaw@hotmai1 .com 

www, ange Ifirc. com rmnk/1 i feo veria \v 

I liked this EP by LOL. It’s very good 
for a first recording from the band. 
They remind me of a Thursday/Boy 
Sets F ire mixture. I would have to say 
that my favorite track would be track 2 
■ "Polar oids”), it is a really good song. 

I expect great things from this bind in 
the future so keep an eye out for them 
Lucky 


k0QAk REVIEWS Truth Be Told 

truthbetoid80 1 @hotmaii.com 
www.truthbetold.8k.com 
If you remember the awesome mid 
nineties hardcore like Unbroken, 
Undertow* or Strife, then you need to 
check out Truth Be Told. The first 
track starts and the vocals remind me 
of Dave from Unbroken so much and 
some of the rifiage does as well. The 
second song (by far my favorite) starts 
out and one guitar is doing all of these 
metal tweets and it reminds me of 
something Focal Point would do 
(anybody who reminds me of Focal 
Point deserves respect because Focal 
Point are gods). Anyway by the end of 
the song it breaks into some heavy 
stomp, mad floorpunchmg action. The 
next song takes you by surprise as it 
sounds like Cheater or some other 
Theologian records he/punk, but it is a 
really good song. Check these fools 
out. Elliot 


Authors Against Einstein - 6 Variables 

C razy -i >n v e -1 tk e-i I el met-Ga zi-G on e 
Cursive madness that refuses to quit. Some 
songs in excess of 1 3 minutes T hey roll 
from emo to punk to hardcore to indie to 
rock and make it work. Any kid should be 
able to find something to rock to here 
xfeverx 


Parallax - Landlocked 


:“*> 4 


Black and White Records 
blakecore@usa.net 
5 new songs from the best hardcore 
band in Utah! Conforming to nobody*s 1 
standards or style but their own. 

Parallax will destroy everything in 
their path. Guitars to send any math- 
rock-scientist back to the chalkboard, 
precision rhythm with the most insane 
beats, and lightning-like vocals that 
sever the entire ensemble are only the 
beginning to their reign of terror. 

These are the most unpredictable songs 
that incorporate the best of everything 
from metal, to indy, to screamo, to 
straight up hardcore. As if there was 
need of another testament to the 
insanity*, they've even recorded an 
extremely brutal cover of Copper's 
"Drag Queen.” All Hail! xfeverx 


Red Bennies/Anthors Against 
Einstein (Furious George) demo-split j 

The demo quality isn't the best but the songs 
are top notch, ft's really hard to describe 
both bands’ style. The Red Bennies have 
like an old mod-rock sound. The song 
"Rocket to Moon” is my favorite by these 
guys. AAE have a kinda IceBum type 
sound (If you don't know who IceBum is 
you're probably too young to be reading this 
zine). Their song "Angels Live in My 
Tow*n” is my favorite of the two songs they 
have on the disc. You can get your hands on 1 
this by emailing Justin (Furious George) 
bookcriolinmdTLliotmaii.com 
Tell them we sent you. Lucky* 





WWW KiilRock . com 
Former members of Lyndal Control 
Clear, and Sandkicker (I believe) come 
together to form The Kill. The over all 
sound is some what of a mix between 
Botch (crazy guitar action, off time 
signatures and a bit of aggression) 
meets At The Drive In (intense rock 
with groove). Something new for Salt 
Lake. Decent recording. Ultra slick lav 
out. Six songs. Blakecore! 


p Strickland. 

ji Danfletchcrx@ hotniai 1 . com 
I A rockin' three song demo from a newer ! 
1 Provo emo-core outfit. There is a definite 
j Thursday-style feel, but it’s done very* well. 
I Clean, melodic vocals with background 
I screams High-energy guitars and a good 
| beat. They could be onto something here. 

x fever x 


Code of Conduct 

codeofconductband@hotmail.com 
This three song demo shouts one thing: "old | 
school hardcore punk rock n ! roll! " 
Reminiscent of the Minor Threat, Seven 
Seconds style with last chord progressions 
and lightning like drums. Well structured, 
intense songs make you feel good about 
hardcore again. 

xfeverx 


I Don’t Trust Anybody 

1 12 song full length from Bountiful (but 
I you’d think Brooklyn). Straight up East 
I Coast style early 90’s hardcore, like A.F. and | 
| Madball’s evil twins. Fast and hard, fast and 
I hard! xfeverx 


-RESOLUTION* 


80! HARDCORE PRIDE 


Suite 13 


13d s. State St. tindon 


^ Ut ah’s Hottest Ne w Venue! 

live Bands Every Night el the Week! 


(most shows $5 and under) 


Over 70 Arcades! 

Snack Bar! 


10 Pool Tables! 
& So much more! 


Shows in June* 

Anti -freeze ilHBH Kill Your Idols 


Voodoo (Slow Skulls w/ ten foot Pole 


booking and I nfo contact Matts 501-78 5 -7313 

www .iiovesuite13 .com 


T/ze Nerve Agents 



i neiieve in music with a message and The Nerve Agents is a band that 
reaffirms that belief. The guys from Nor Cal divulge their formula for 
bridging the gap between hardcore and punk rock and uniting the 

scene. Interview Fall 2001. 


Resolution: What part of California are you from? 

Eric Ozine: The Bay Area. I live in the suburbs, way out in the valley. It’s a 
huge area, so we’re all spread out. Zac (guitar) lives in Santa Cruz. 

R: Are you still in the Marines? 

E:No. I was in from 1991-1994. I’m done. 

R: Yeah your knee got all jacked up right? 

E: Yeah that’s what the brace is for. It’s a top-of-the-line $700 knee brace. My 
ACL is basically tom in half at this point. When I found out it was held 
together by just a fAv fibers, now the doctor's say the fibers are probably' totallv 
gone and it’s in half 

R: How old are you guys? 

E: I’m 30. 

D: I’m 20, the youngest in the band. 

R: Having been in other bands, how do you feel about The Nerve 
Agents? 

E: For hardcore punk rock, this is my dream band because it pulls from all the 
roots that I wanted Redemption and Unit Pride to. I don’t know how I would 
fair outside of this kind of music because I limit myself with the way I sing. 
This band has become what it has because everyone is really talented and all of 
them could go way beyond if they wanted to musically. The Nerve Agents is 
this strange little band that walks down the fenceline of punk rock and 
hardcore. 


R: There is definitely a darker aspect to the music coining out of 
Northern California with bands like you guys, AFI and Tiger 
Army as well Why? 

D: I’ve definitely noticed that but I’m not sure why. It just happened: slowly 
but surely, this big, dark cloud just started moving over the bay. 

R: It’s cool in that it really distinguishes Nor Cal, from the rest 
E: The funny thing is that a lot of reviews are calling this horror punk and 
ghoul core, just weird names. It’s really strange, but to be honest with you. 

I’ve known AFI and Tiger Army for a long time and we’ve always had this 
common thing like how Davey Havoc is really into dark stuff in reading and 
movies. Dante and I both like old horror movies. Everybody has this in 
common and that’s one of the reasons we’re friends. They didn’t just decide to 
do it. We didn’t start a club or meet in The Misfits Fiend Club or anything. 

R: So what are your thoughts on death? 

D: Wow! That's a rad question. At the time I did the piano song on the end of 
the new album The Butterfly Collection, dying and religion and whether or not 
it’s just a big farce were on mind. It's this constant battle going on in my head 
about what the truth is and it’s really annoying and aggravating that we never 
will know until we finally die. I can't stop thinking about death: it's always on 
my mind. It’s what I think about in the van because it’s a harry 1 ride. 

E: I agree because you sit in that van and everyone is strung out and tired from 
going to show, to show, to show, to drive, drive, and drive. Some people in this 
band drive really shitty' and some people don’t. Some people think that they 
drive shitty and some are just so paranoid that everybody drives that way. 

D: Plus, sometimes we’ll go 24 hours with no sleep at all and we’re on-edge. 

E: I woke up this morning and Andy said: "I just saw a brick wall and 1 slowed 
down and then it wasn't there.” So I’m like: “what? Why are you driving?’ 

D: And none of us do drugs either, so this is why we think about death all of 
the time. 

D: People seem overly concerned with death. Life is like a spark between two 
voids. We’re too concerned about the second void that nobody really cares to 
think about the first 

E: But 1 think that ultimately the people in the world are ignorant to the whole 
concept of death. 

D: Totally, it’s a common thread in society. People try to push off any idea of 
death so you can stop thinking about your temporality or your finiteness and 
the fact that you’re not going to be someday. It’s an easy escape. Some think 
that the onlv way you can be a truly effective person is to constantly confront 
the fact that you’re going to die and embrace it Not to be morbid, like fight 
club stvle or irrational nihilism. But just to accept it and move on. 

Timmy Stardust: If you’ re curious, sometimes you just want to know and if you 
do think about it you feel like you’re coming closer to a conclusion so it’s 
tempting to think about it more. 

D: Either way it’ s better than not thinking of it at all. 

E: My take on this is that I like the idea of being able to clear all of the bullshit 
out of vour actual life and to be able to confront the fact that you are this being 
that is going to die. In society we cover ourselves with all sorts of crap that is 
needless and we don’t recognize it. But what I do have is my wife and I don t 
want to die because I don’t want to leave her alone. Now we re having babies 
and it’s even harder for me to face the fact that I m going to die. 

D: It’s not irrational though. The will to five is not incompatible with being 
willing to die. 

R: Okay, I’m going to pull the plug on the whole death 
conversation. Let’s flip to the other side and talk about what 
inspires you and gives you hope in this life. 





D: Music. I live for music. I was thinking about that today. 

I don’t know where music came from or why it’s appealing to us but it’s the 
greatest thing on earth. It’s amazing! I never get tired of it. I’ll get interested 
in different styles and it makes me want to play music and stay alive. 

T: It’s pretty gratifying that people are willing to go to shows and help you go 
on tour so you can live that life and share with other people day to day. 

E: My day-to-day thing is that 1 really want to see my wife the next morning. I 
want to wake up with her and try to enjoy life. 

R: What’s been played the most in the van on tour? 

All: Morrisey. 

E: We met Morrisey on this tour in LA. It was amazing. I shrunk to 2 years 
old and ran across the parking lot screaming like as if The Beatles were there. 
For the last three hours of that show it w as only about stalking Morrisey. He 
was hiding up in a VIP booth. I gave him a Nerve Agents CD and we had a 
little conversation about record label stuff. It was rad! It probably pissed him 
off but it was a tour highlight. He might have read the lyrics and went: “wow 
these are really good!” 

All: Ha! Ha! ' 


R: Has Straight Edge been an influence in your lives? 

E: When I was growing up it was a huge influence on me. I was Straight Edge 
and then eventually I started drinking and smoking in the Marines and it was all 
screwed up. When I left the Philippines and got out of the Marines I noticed 
that I like the Straight Edge concept. I love it and respect anybody that does it 
for themselves and for good reasons. But it drives me nuts to see people being 
militant about it when they could be showing a better way to people who are 
messed up. Militancy is understandable because some people are very into 
their beliefs and want to make a point and statement which is ail good, but so 
much is being done in such a horrible way that it turns people off. Straight 
Edge has a horrible name. I can’t believe it; it amazes me because Straight 
Edge is such a great thing. If someone is going to come up through drugs and 
drinking in their peers, it’s a cool thing to do. You can still go to shows and go 
off and you’re not some loser because you don’t do these things. That’s the 
way it was for me. It’s influenced my life in a good way because I was taken 
under the wings of some really cool Straight Edge people that were doing stuff 
for themselves and for good reasons. But I’ve seen so many kids turn away and 
wont even open their minds to Straight Edge because of all the bad stuff that 
has happened over the years with the militant stuff. It’s funny that you hear a 
lot of stories out of here (Salt Lake City). People are afraid of this place. They 
hear you carv e *‘XY’ in people’s backs out here. 
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E: Yeah. I’ve done it all. I’ve had too many years with this stuff. Tim was 
actually a victim of mine. His band Model American was supposed to be on 
my record label, which was Lost Note Records . I put out a compilation with 23 
bands including Redemption 87. Model American. AFT and Rancid. There 
were a lot of cool bands but as soon as a compilation is out it’s done and 
nobody wants it anymore. So I got stuck with quiet a bit and Fm still trying to 
pay it off. The label fell through for me. I was going to put their record out 
with the money from the comp, but it never materialized. ! did four issues of a 
zine called “Circle C.’’ 

R: How was Revelation? 

E: It was tough for us because we didn’t really see eye to eye on certain things. 
They still help us out and we work with them and they're great now. 

T: To sum it up, we’re more of a back catalog style Revelation band like Sick 
of it All and Youth of Today and Warzone. They were more into the 
progressive radio-type. We didn’t really get what we thought we should. 

E: When we came in there was Speak 714. Better than a Thousand. In My Eyes 
and Where Fear and Weapons Meet. Those bands were almost all signed 
within the same year, as this crazy. Second Coming of Revelation fast punk 
rock hardcore style versus what they had been putting out. 

T: We left the label and now all these rad people that we’ve met through 
playing shows, have taken it over and work there. Revelation is rad now. 

E: We’d probably still be on it if the people that are there now had been there a 
year before we left. 

R: Would you say that the most important thing for a hand to 
ma ke it is just to play shows out of town? 

E: Play everything you can and ail varieties of shows. If you're in a hardcore 
band don’t just play a hardcore show; play a punk show, a mix show, play with 
ska kids. Punk rock and hardcore bands usually have a message, why wouldn’t 
you want that to get out to a broader spectrum, rather than just the same old 
hundred kids from the same scene you’ve been playing for five years? Play all 
kinds of bills locally and in the surrounding cities. Most people are in school, 
so it's hard to go out and tour. The best thing to do is take spring break. 
Thanksgiving break and summer and go play places like LA and San Francisco 
or go to the East Coast if you’re a hardcore band. You have to just go out and 
do it and throw yourself out there if it’s what you love to do. It’s something 
that you should sacrifice yourself to if you really want to do it and make 
yourself known. Touring is about making yourself known unless you’re just 
going out to see the cities and coming up with an excuse to leave. That’s a 
whole different story. Go out and play wherever, using all the connections you 
can. With the Internet now, you can piav any place you want. 

E: The factions between hardcore and punk rock made The Nerve Agents"" 
stronger as a band. In the first year of this band there was the hardcore crowd 
coming to see Model American and Redemption 87 and the punk crowd who 
had heard about Hie Nerve Agents. These people would come to shows and 
stand on two different sides of the room. 

I started wearing the makeup at our first record release show because I was 
pissed that the hardcore kids were screwing with the punk kids. I didn’t want 
to be the hardcore Redemption 87 guy anymore. I wanted to be both merged 
together. That was the point with the makeup so I wear it to this day because I 
believe that it still pisses people off and I don’t want them here if they’re going 
to be pissed offheeause that’s being closed-minded. I don’t want to have to 
deal with a bunch of closed-minded people coming to our shows. I’d like to 
have open-minded people because our band is open-minded in the sense that 
we take Dante’s industrial music influences and Tim’s 70’s punk stuff into the 
foray of music writing. Try to help your scene by putting the factions together. 




R: True. What is The Nerve Agent’s message in the music? 

E : There is no one message. Every song has something in it that is an issue in 
my life that has turned into something that if you read the lyrics maybe youTl 
pick up on it and leam from it or relate to it. For example: “ The War 's not 
Over” is a song about domestic violence. 

R: How do you want kids to feel when they leave a Nerve Agents 
show? 

E: We d like them to go away being stoked on the band I hope that they read 
the lyrics and get something out of it I want them to be welcome at a show 
with hardcore and punk kids. There are a lot of different angles with this band 

R: What’s the song “Out on the Farm” about? 

E: Slaughterhouses and factory farms. 

R: So are you vegan or vegetarian? 

E: Yeah, vegan. I really wanted to write this song and they were all cool with 
it. Everybody here has touched on being vegetarian but it’s harder for some 
than others. In a seme it comes off as a message to the other guy’s in the band 
D: I tried to be vegan for three months. I tried to get as much protein as I 

FCHM»ibty could, I r©«4 a t*m4 wsm* totally «Jiw**mtml with earing 

Bui 1 started gelling really weak and sick m I stared eating meal again New 1 

just try not to eat as much meat 

E: This is what I want people to walk away from The Nerve Agents CD’s with. 
To provoke thought off the lyrics. Like what you just did. You just touched on 
what Out on the Farm is about and now all of us are talking about it and 
discussing it. If one person reads and thinks about it they may be closer to 
being vegetarian or not. I believe in these guys. I started being vegetarian 
when I was sixteen because I looked up to Ray Cappo. He got me reading this 
Krishna book called The Higher Taste . I read that and I really wanted to do 
this but I tailed miserably. I was so bummed that I went back to eating meat, 
but eventually I did it and was cool with it. Since I was a little kid it bugged 
me to eat meat. There was something about it that freaked me out. When I was 
in the military' I read Diet for a new America and that was it I never went back 
and it’s been eight or nine years. Sometimes you have to start just to get your 
feet in the water, just to understand what it’s about because if s a lot of work. 

R: Cool. Thanks to the Nerve Agents. You’re an awesome band. 
Anything else to shout out? 

E: Pull your scene together and open your mind to everybody's different taste 
and images. Everybody has something to say. Ihank you for the show. 

R: Thank you. 




What Feeds The Fire plays a unique blend of SXE hardcore through 
the vein of bands such as Youth of Today & Chain of Strength. This 
entire interv iew talks about one thing . . the Straight Edge Interview 
with guitarist Jim. March 2002. S.L.C. 

R: Why Straight Edge? 

J: Before 1 even knew what hardcore/Straight Edge was, I decided 1 was never 
going to drink or do drugs. I come from a really bad family where l saw how 
my dad was and what he did to my mom and how he treated everybody. 
Everyone on his side of the family are alcoholics. So as early as 1 can 
remember. I never wanted to be like that. I lived m a pretty bad neighborhood 
that was predominately Puerto Rican and African so I didn t have any rock 
music influences as I was growing up. All of my friends got me into rap and 
hip-hop. In tenth grade we moved to a different neighborhood and I met some 
kids in high school that were always going to shows. So one time the\ asked 
me if I wanted to go for my birthday. A local Boston band called Sam Black 
Church played and I loved it so 1 started going to show's every weekend since. 

I grew up in Worcester where there were a ton of Straight Edge kids and 
eventually 1 started asking about it. I thought it was awesome and started 
drawing "X V’ everywhere. Then, during the week I would see the kids that 
were showing me Straight Edge, drinking. They 5 d only be Straight Edge at the 
shows and that bummed me out so I got this extreme hatred for Straight Edge 
kids mid that lasted for years. I didn’t meet any cool Straight Edge kids 
because it was big in the mid 1 990’s and then it just died out. 1 wo years ago I 
met this kid named Seth who is our roadie now. He was the first Straight Edge 
kid that I actually became friends with. I started hanging out with him and he 
introduced me to his friends, so now I have all of these Straight Edge friends. 
When I first me those guys and realized that there are actually good Straight 
Edge kids, I started claiming it again. The Straight Edge tattoo I have on my 
leg wasn't even my own idea. When 1 w ; as getting the tattoo on my leg, my 
artist said, Tm going to tlirow three X's on there." I had no beet with that 
because I'm Straight Edge and proud. 


r\, vviin ALLur mt uirrtrttNi rAti iufNS> imai tuMtANUUu I mkuuum 
STRAIGHT Edge, WHAT IS THE CORE MEANING? 

J: 1 o me. Straight Edge is not doing drugs, drinking and smoking and it has to 
be a personal choice. You can’t do it to be cool or to hang out with a certain 
clique; you’ve got to want to do it for yourself. Those are the kids that last, the 
ones that really have a personal reason for being Straight Edge. All the kids 
that break edge never had it in their heart and just threw an X on their hand to 
hang out and it was never inside ot them. To me it has to be inside of you. 
Everyone in the band has a background story to why they’re Straight Edge 
Everyone in the band is vegetarian and there are two vegans. I don’t consider 
that a part of Straight Edge. I do it as a way to better my life and health. A lot 
ot people don t follow the celibacy thing, but nobody in the band is a slut. It's 
a part of leaving a clean life and staying clean by not having sex with tons of 
people, 

R: Will Straight Edge ever die? 


J: It can’t die. There will always be Straight Edge kids no matter wiiat. There 
will always be a kid that finds a Youth of Today record and be psyched, go out 
and X up his hands and have fun and be Straight Edge. It's everywhere 

R: It may be that there are not as many Straight e!dge bands 

NOW AS THERE HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST. BUT IT SEEMS THAT ALL OF THE 
GREATEST BANDS HAVE AT LEAST ONE STRAIGHT EDGE MEMBER. 

J: It’s still there. There tire full Straight Edge bands like Count Me Out. 

Boston has a bunch of Straight Edge bands and is still a big Straight Edge city. 
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island are the same. 

R: Because of the Straight Edge related violence in this town. 

ANY ARTICLE BEARING THE NAME “STRAIGHT EDGE” OR AN “X” HAD TO 
BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT DOOR. 

J : We were kind of afraid to come here We were asked to not X up and to not 
preach Straight Edge or anything like that. We don't preach anyway, but we'll 
always put a song out to the Straight Edge kids. We’ve just heard so many 
horror stories so we agreed to lay back. We didn’t know what to expect 
because none of us had ever been to Salt Lake before. We heard that the last 
time Hatebreed came here kids got stabbed. The whole tour was really antsy 
about coming here. So far I haven’t seen any problems. I’ve seen tons of 
Straight Edge kids and it seems like everything is chill. You'll always hear the 
horror stories about Salt Lake City because it’s been all over the news. 

R: The sad thing is that some kids like it. They just want a 

REPUTATION, WHATEVER IT IS. IN MY EYES, THAT'S NOTHING TO BE 
PROUD OF. 

J: There are people like that in every scene. There will always be militant 
Straight Edge kids. This area has the reputation of being "the Straight Edge 
area." It's been all over the news. At even show' that we’ve played throughout 
the whole tour someone has come up to us and said: "so you’re playing Salt 
Lake? What do you expect 1 ?” And we’ve answered: 14 we don’t know what to 
expect.” The reply has always been: "you'll be fine because you’re Straight 
Edge, but the other bands need to watch out.” It shouldn't be like that. If 
someone is not Straight Edge I don't exile them. I have tons of friends that 
aren’t Straight Edge. 

R: A LOT OF BANDS WILL NOT COME THROUGH SALT LAKE ANYMORE. 

J: There is a lot of tension out there. When we were on stage you could feel it. 
It felt weird. But nothing bad happened during our set. Bane's nor Poison The 
Well's. When we walked in tonight, the security was getting a run down on 
what they have to do when fi gilts break out. 1 don't ever see that at clubs. It 
boggles my mind. 

At this point a huge fight breaks out during the Hatebreed set and the 
show gets shut down. So the interview is obviously cut short. Thank 
you to Jim and the guvs from What Feeds The Fire. 



decided not to fall to that pace, yet set there own. Staying true 
to their own standards, KIY plays 100% pure Hardcore Punk 
Rock! Andy talks about love and relationships, as well as his 
experience with Straight Edge. Int erview Fall 2001, S .L.C. 

R: Could you give us a brief Kill Your Idols history? 

A: We’ve been around for 5 years. Gary (guitarist) and I started the band. Paul 
plays bass, Raeph plays drums and Brian is the other guitarist. With this line- 
up we’ve done 2 European tours, been to Japan and Korea and toured the U.S. 
R: You are mentioned in liner notes from a lot of band like Sick of 
it All and Ensign. What is the scene like for you at home? Do you 
hook up with the other bands and play shows or do you just tour? 
A: We’re originally based out of Long Island and we hate it. The scene there is 
really trendy. Metal hardcore was big there and now all the kids are indie 
rockers so we never really got much respect there. It sucks because we’re one 
of the better-known bands from Long Island and we’ve always represented that 
scene and never gotten a return. In New York City we do awesome, but even 
there we try not to play too often because people will take it for granted. 

R: On the new record “Funeral for a feeling,” there is a lot abouF 
personal loss and relationships. Why is that so prevalent? 

A: A lot of people say it’s cliche to sing love songs, but honestly when 
someone has a broken heart, it can move you for months. I had a rough year 
last year. It’s obvious on the record that I’ve been through a hard break up. I 
try to write about things that I’m passionate about. I never sit down and say. 
Okay it’s time to write a record.” Instead when I feel something I write it. I 
always have my knapsack, pen and paper with me. So all of my songs are 
really from the heart. There was so much in me about that bad break up, so my 
release is writing lyrics for this band On this record, more than others, it came 
out a lot more personal. 


R: I see that in ray own band. Something about relationships 
always ends up in songs. 

A. Because that is what a lot of people are most passionate about. Like me for 
instance, Fm passionate about music and animal rights, but nothing really 
touches me more than if Fm in love with someone at a given moment. That’s a 
really deep thing and when you have to deal with the end of that if s a lot Just 
look at world history and how ? many people have killed themselves over lost 
love. It’s a very big thing and it’s awesome to have this outlet and be able to 
write about it .Almost anyone can relate to it no matter how old you are or 
your sexual orientation, dealing with losing someone you love is universal. 

R: True. Who is Alan Freed? 

A: Alan Freed was a disc jockey in the 1950’s. He’s the guy who came up 
>vith the term Rock n Roll. I think the 50’s were the first time of teen 
rebellion. Way back there were “speakeasies" ' and when alcohol was illegal in 
the U.S. there were people going to illegal clubs, but for teenagers I think it 
started in the 50’s. To us, that’s our parent's music but at that time when 50’s 
music came out the country was up in arms. Black singers sang a lot of rock 
and white middle-class people could not deal with their daughters freaking out 
over these colored singers singing love songs. It really was a true time of 
rebellion. Shows were shut down constantly. 

That was more punk than punk is. Freed was a DJ that helped a lot of up and 
coming bands. The government tried to shut him up because rock n’ roll was 
way too rebellious in that time. A lot of the bands that he helped turned on him 
in the end because it became accepted and they could get good business deals 
elsewhere. He was getting screwed over by the government for some made up 
charges. It was called the “Payola Scandal.” If s illegal, supposedly, to lake 
money from someone and say, “Okay, if you pay me I’ll play your record.” 
Technically that's illegal, so if s done through other means like favors. So they 
busted him on that and a lot of bands turned on him. In a way it cost him his 
Hie. He became a manic-depressive alcoholic. I watched the VHI Behind the 
Music documentary about him and I felt a lot about it Like I said before, I 
write about things that Fm passionate about. . . its not like I wake up every’ day 
and Fm like “Alan Freed changed my life!” But I saw that special and it 
moved me for that time so I wrote the song. 

R: What are some of your musical influences? 

A: Most of my influences when I write are from punk and hardcore. Fm a 
depressed and pissed person and there are a lot of bands out there that really 
express that Sheer Terror is one of my favorite bands. They’re the perfect 
blend of anger and depression lyrically. Jawbreaker is another one. Blake 
writes these songs that are so personal but yet every one can relate to them. 
Jawbreaker was actually a big influence when I wrote this record. (>n this 
record I wrote about my own personal experiences rather than just saying “it 
sucks when people cheat on each other” like a general thing, I wrote about my 
exact experiences which is totally like what Blake did with Jawbreaker. Billy 
Bragg, a singer/songwriter form England, writes some of the best personal and 
political songs ever. 

R: Are yon speaking of someone specific in the song “AH That and 
Vans too”? 

A: Yeah, it’s a person I used to be close with. I used to be Straight Edge for a 
long time and a lot of kids look at that last line “couldn’t we just sit and share a 
smoke again?' That’s all they can see and they think 1 wrote a song about 
smoking cigarettes or something. That song is about a really special night I had 
with someone I was close with. I’m not really a cryptic writer but the only 
people that would really know exactly what that’s about would be her and me. 


R; Straight Edge has been a big influence in my life. How has it 
affected you guys? 

A: There are five of m in the band and for a period of time four of us were 
Straight Edge. Our drummer Raef never was and I don’t think any of our past 
drummers were either. Gary was and he stopped: no one noticed because he 
never talked about it. I was Straight Edge for a long time and was known in the 
Long Island scene for it so it became an issue when I stopped Everyone sings 
a long to these old hardcore songs like Seven Seconds and Negative Approach, 
about being yourself and for me my time left. I don’t desire to be Straight Edge 
anymore and that doesn't mean that I’m a hypocrite. When I was Straight Edge 
1 wasn’t going out doing other things, 1 was very' into it It was what I felt was 
best for me at the time and it meant a lot to me. Eve got three X’s tattooed on 
my arm. Then there came a time when I decided I really didn’t feel like it 
anymore. For a couple of months I stayed being Straight Edge and was worried 
what people that I knew would say and if people would turn on Kill Your Idols. 
Then I thought: *Tm not truly living because I’m worried what other people are 
going to think of me.” Then I would be the biggest hypocrite telling people to 
be themselves and to live up to their own expectations and the whole time I’m ~ 
living for other people. I got some e-mail and suddenly there was more of our 
stuff on E-Bay than there had been in the past. So definitely some decided that 
because I wasn't Straight Edge any more I was a sell out. 

I follow my own heart and live up to my own rules and expectations. I’m still 
psyched that there is a Straight Edge movement for people that are into it. I 
think it’s a shame when people get caught up in putting other people down for 
living their own lifestyle. Ihere are so many other things to judge a person on. 
When I stopped being Straight Edge and kids said stuff to me I was like: “dude, 
you don’t know me. You don’t know anything about me.” People would say: 
“oh. Fm sorry. I heard you lost the edge.” Don't be sorry', Fm not. I didn’t 
make a mistake nor do something I regret. I don't feel that my life has 
regressed. I changed, not for the better or for the worse. Fm me. I don’t 
consider myself to be a sell out. Straight Edge to me isn’t a movement nor 
about getting other people to be Straight Edge, it’s a lifestyle. I was never out 
to make the world a drug free place. Fm not down with Nancy Reagan and Mr. 
T’s anti-drug slogans. I was Straight Edge because that was best for me. now I 
don't feel it is and Fm very' happy. Fm 32 and imagine at my age worrying 
what kids are going to think of me based on if I smoke pot or drink. 

R: How do you feel being 32 years old and playing shows to a 
majority' of high school and early 20’s aged kids? 

A: Hardcore keeps me young. Fm still friends with kids I went to school with 
and they look so old. I don’t feel like that. All of the guy's in the band are in 
their late 20’s and early 30’$. I don’t think we look like rejects but sometimes I 
do feel that way. I don’t want to be looked at as an older guy in a suit, rather as 
another person, another face in the crowd, no better or worse. There are a lot of 
older kids in the scene and it’s really hard because you are made to feel like an 
outcast. I come to shows to be in a place 1 feel I can fit in. But to come to 
shows and feel like an outcast is frustrating. This is my scene to and I don’t 
want to be made to feel like I don’t belong. 

R: I appreciate you guys. Ensign and Sick of it AH. It’s inspiring to 
see the older guy s sticking with it What inspires and gives you 
hope in this life? 

A: Every one has hope or what’s the point of living? I have hope that someday 
Fli find happiness. Hardcore inspires me. Meeting people like you that are 
cool and doing stuff, being a part of it, those things inspire me. Music inspires 
me a lot 

R: It’s like a force that drives you. 

A: Especially this kind because it’s not just something you listen to but a 
lifestyle. 
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R: A family. 

A: Everywhere you go there are people that are a part of this. It’s 
worldwide. 

R: You sing a little about that in the album by saying “Eve seen the 
world, what do you do?” 

A: That’s a song (“Young at Heart”) that Gar}' wrote about his family not being 
supportive of this lifestyle. 

R: What do you think of death? 

A: 1 saw you asked Tim (Ensign) about that in issue #2. As soon as I read that I 
walked over to the Internet eafe and e-mailed him. Tim and I are really good 
friends. I feel the same as he does. Sometimes Til be trying to go to sleep at 
night and all of a sudden it will pop into my head: “my mom or dad is going to 
be dead one day and there is nothing I can do.” No matter who I talk to about 
it, it can never go away. One day I’m going to be dead. . . I don’t know man. 
I’m a spiritual person and I hope and believe that there is something after this. 

I hope if you lead a good life that somehow karma will affect us in the after 
life. Death is unavoidable. I don’t know what bothers me more, thinking that 
I’m going to be dead one day or that people I love will be. I’m lucky because a 
lot of hardcore and punk kids come from broken homes and dysfunctional 
families, but my parents have always been supportive. 

R: Thanks for the interview and getting me into the show. 
Anything else you’d like to add? 

A: On a basic note, if people like what we have to say then support us. 
Hardcore and punk isn’t just about seeing bands you like, it’s about supporting 
the music scene. 

This wav we all have a chance to keep coming to shows and to read zmes. 
People should not take this for granted and realize how lucky we are to have 
our own little escape and family. If they're decent people you should support 
them even if you don’t like the music, this way the bands you do like still have 
places to play: If nobody goes to shows except for when big bands come then 
there will no place to play. E-mail me attep3gaplcom and check out 
wwvv.ki11vouridols.net . 

R: Thanks a ton. 

A: Thank you. Good luck with the ztne. 

CHECK OUT KILL YOUR IDOLS 
@ SUITE 13 JUNE 18™! 



DATE 

BAND 

VENUE 

TIME 

7-Jun 

Life In Mute 

Smithfield 

"6:30 PNr 

8-Jun 

Cursive, New Transit Kilby Court 

8pm 

10-Jun 

The Queers 

Area 51 

7 pm 

13-Jun 

Get Up Kids 

Bricks 

6pm 

14-Jun 

Anti-Freeze 

Suite 13 

7 pm 

1 5-Jun 

River City Rebels 
Political Pushover 

Foundation 

7pm 

15-Jun 

Hammergun 

Kilby Court 

8:30 PM 

17-Jun 

Parallax, The Kill 

New T ransit Direction 

Logan 

7pm 

1 8-Jun 

Kill Your Idols, 
xThis Guyx, Parallax 
Truth Be Told 

Suite 13 

7pm 

19-Jun 

Dead Low Tide 

Blue Collar Line 

Kilby Court 


20-Jun 

Atreyu, Bloodlet, Junction 

Hotwire, Skycame falling 


21-Jun 

Strung Out, 

Rise Against 

Bricks 

7pm 

22-Jun 

Warped Tour 

Fairground 

12:00 AM 

24-Jun 

Parallax, Part 2 

Blind The Fold 

Truth Be Told 

Foundation 

7pm 

29-Jun 

Social Distortion 

X-Scape 

5pm 

30-Jun 

Voodoo Glow Skulls, 
Ten Foot Pole 

Suite 13 

7pm 


*FOR MORE SHOW INFO CHECK: 
localslc.com punkbeat.com revelationrecords.com 
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